Unusual presentation of a tuberculous peritonitis in a patient with concomitant AIDS and liver cirrhosis.
We report a case of tuberculous peritonitis in a patient with concomitant HIV infection and liver cirrhosis. A 50-year-old man with viral B and delta liver cirrhosis and AIDS was diagnosed with spontaneous Escherichia coli peritonitis and successfully treated with beta-lactamins. Three months later, ascites reappeared and Mycobacterium tuberculosis was identified in peritoneal fluid cultures. The triple antituberculosis regimen was adjusted to his level of liver failure but the patient died of hepatic encephalopathy. Concomitant HIV infection and liver cirrhosis favour tuberculous peritonitis but they also make its diagnosis extremely difficult. Considering the poor prognosis of this infection when untreated, tuberculous peritonitis should be systematically suspected in such patients.